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News from the                              
   Church Mouse

  ________________

Oh man! The beautiful and rather warm summer we have enjoyed is quickly coming to an end. Even though the weather is still hot, a feeling of melancholy comes over me as I ponder what the coming months will bring. Will there be happiness or sadness, rain or sunshine, cold weather or warm, new friends or ones I sadly bid adieu?

 
In the autumn the earth prepares herself for a long rest, as she should, and maybe so should we. But we humans and mice are warm blooded creatures so it seems we never let up, we never rest. We keep pushing and going and moving forward to some imaginary end. So why should I be melancholy with all the excitement of accomplishment and achievement? I think it is because all the anticipation of the warmth of spring and summer will now be conquered by cold rain and snow, the gray of darkness, the lack of light. The lack of light….Maybe I should say the lack of the Light of Christ whose love overcomes all, even the darkness and the melancholy. Hold on to that, my friends as shall I. Come on, you halcyon days of summer. I will face the turning of the seasons with courage and vigor.


My goodness! I did not intend to be morose or even philosophical. But, late summer always does this to me. My apologies.


Good things were happening at Sharon Church this summer. The first thing that comes to mind is the increased worship attendance each Sunday. We kicked off the summer season with Trinity Sunday. The church was rather full. Well over two hundred people came to church that day. And it appears to me that every Sunday has been well attended. It has been busy enough that I have had trouble finding a place to hide and not be seen. I still hear people talking about how they are inspired by the music. (Thank you, Robert) Plus it appears there are a lot more visitors showing up at worship, too. For several weeks we had young adults from Robert Morris University who were training for Campus Ministries. (We sponsored a pancake breakfast last year for this group, if you remember.) And, it appears each week we see someone new who is looking for a new church home. What’s more is the visitors appear to be younger. (Well, younger to me is anyone younger than 500 years old since I just celebrated the big 5-0-0. Hopefully you read about my birthday in Presbyterians Today!) So, please keep welcoming our visitors to our church home and family.


What can I say about the wonderful job Elizabeth Grambo did for VBS? She and her crew did an outstanding job of presenting a wonderful program for the children in our congregation. The preparation is hard and tedious and one can never tell if it will be successful until it really happens. Well, Liz, you made it happen. We owe you a debt of true gratitude. Thank you!!


The Sharon Golf League once again had a successful season due to the hard and patient work of  Commissioner Ron Charles, Head Czar, Potentate, what ever you want to call him. The golf league does not happen unless Ron is making it happen. I heard Rev. Howard talking to Bernie Hileman one day telling her that consistently at least twelve golfers were showing up each week when we weren’t having a monsoon. Poor weather cost the league almost 40% of the season. So, thank you to all who persevered and finished the season. Some of our winners were Harry ‘Boom Boom’ Kammerer who had the longest men’s drive and Ann Mizer who had the longest women’s drive. Close behind Harry for longest drive was Mike Bower, and close behind Ann was Dorothy Bowers. The League Champion this year was Mark Mizer who took a year off due to surgery in ’09. So, evidently he was happy to be back ‘in the swing of things’. 


On Father’s Day weekend the church once again had the father-son-daughter golf outing at Scally’s. Around 25 fathers and kids showed up to enjoy an hour with the mini golf and a great picnic afterwards. Again, Ron Charles coordinated this event. Pam Charles and Johnathan Charles also helped with preparation and the grilling of some tasty hot dogs and hamburgers. And speaking of grilling, we were treated in July with some more enjoyable fellowship and food at our annual picnic at the Rotary shelter in Moon Park. To Harry Kammerer and Johnathan Charles, our chief chefs (try saying that three times in a row!!) we tip our caps. And, thank you to Dan Peters who ran the bingo along with his trusty and faithful sidekick, Grace Peters who made sure no one was cheating…unintentionally, of course. Mr. Ron Charles, there would not be much of a summer for the church if it weren’t for all your efforts. Thank you.


This summer, while Rev. Howard has been enjoying some well deserved time off our good friend and brother in Christ, Rev. Ron Schermerhorn filled our pulpit and gave us some great sermons. Thank you, Ron. We are blessed to have you in our midst along with your wife Heather.


The Session officially hired our newest church employee Rachel Santamaria                  as our new Youth Director. You can read about her elsewhere in this issue.


Well, my friends, I have used up too much of your time in relating all the fun things that happened this summer in Sharon Church. Thank you for suffering my re-telling many things you already know. But, it is fun for me to put things into perspective; we really have a lot of wonderful people in our church family who work hard to make sure we can enjoy all the activities there are to enjoy. What a wonderful church we have and what a wonderful church family. We are truly blessed. Praise be to God.

Calvin

            ________________

